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THE LATE CHARLES HAMILTON FRENCH 

By E. E. Pescott 

Charles French, Junior, as we knew him* was born at South Yarra in 
June, 1868, and died in July, 1950, after a long residence at Canterbury. 
(See note m Viet. Sat., Aug. 1950, p. 76), his wife having predeceased him 
in April, 1949. He was a son of our founder, Charles French the First, from 



CHARLES FRENCH, JNR. 

An informal snapshot, at Frankston, 1945. 
Photo, by courtesy Wild Life- 
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tvlKrm lie Inherited IMLlUml history instincts lie was a hum UHlOrabst, 
with an amazing general knowledge ul AusUUlUli pkTfitS, bir^U, recite*, 
insects* aboriffcual artefacts, etc.—^>11 came under his purview- 

Aftc* leaving behoof, Charles French, Jnr., entered the otfirx nl‘ Mr. 
Pater, a solicitor m Co fin is Street; and also a l ife Member <»f ihi* Ol\b. 
Eater he worked for Dr Rlmr oi CuIIuk Sired But natural history wsu 
ever hefu/e H!m and he soon found more congenial employment on 011 * staff 
of the National Herbarium (then catted the "Bhytologic MusCtud of Mel 
bourne") as a junior Assistant under Baron you Mueller; bis brntber George 
went to WQrk there as Mueller's messengpr. 

A good all-rnund knowledge of botany had been acquired teom his father, 
who was formerly Mueller’s label waiter and classifier of plants at (tte 
Botanic Gardens, and young Charles always willingly helped Ids fatlici Mi 
thif. work. Wliilt at the Gardens, the French father frccHtne a ki*nfc «rtuik s t»f 
of entomrdngy and quite early made a fine chi led i oil of insect specimen^. 

Charles Jnr assisted ilie Baron for* 13 years and during that period (until 
the latter's deal It in 1896) he invrllcd in almost every portion of tin; 
Colony, always makini; extensive collections for I be Herbarium, Ife also 
brought bark runny entomological specimens for his father and r.c amassed 
4 store uf information in this science. indeed, whatever !)C saw that rut$ht 
interest sontc specialist, lie put it in his bag, making his friend*—particularly 
those* in the Club—very haj>|iy. 

Later, Charles Snr. wus appointed Government Entomologist (JftfjO) and 
part of his work was to admimvter the newly jessed Vegetation Diseases 
Act. Charles Jnr. was appointed the first inspector, later to become' as *lhc 
work extended, Assistant Government Entomologist Upon ibr retirembtlf 
of lita lather 0908) he in turn became* Government Entomologist and 
some years afterwards, whVn hir. great friend, the late C C. Bnttlclcnk. 
retived, he Was proihoted to Biologist in the Dcpailnictu of Agriculture— 
a position ho held until 1933, when, he retired full of honour and respert. 

In the pre-Club days—and l have inferred to ibis before tsee VicK jVi r/.. 
May, 1940, |» 4)—rvgulat Sunday meetings of half-a-dozen ualnmlists 
would take place at the South Yarra home in Anderson Street, and these 
ttilhus *sts would tell idle? of their lust week's collectings. The boy. Charles 
was always present, absorbing xvhat he could, and when a meeting to discuss 
the formal ion ol a Natural iMs' Club was held, he was there ton. J*le accom¬ 
panied his father to the first meeting of our,Club, field at the Melbourne 
Athenaeum on May 17th, 1880 (itfw/Jjrru Science Kecord, I, p. Jl, Dec., 
18 W). but Wm$ nor .illowrd to join at once, since Ins father thought, him 
ico young; so lie did not Ii3ve the honour id becoming an original member, 
After joining up m July, 1883, he remained faithful right to the end, being 
worthily elected to Honorary Membership m August. 1937. 

’During his Herbarium days he. was ii staunch personal friend of the gieat 
Boron, who affectionately called liint ‘ r Sharley'\ and ’Sharley' had many 
fond and amusing tale»; to tell about the.Baron, hi$ work and idiosyncrasies. 
The young is-sistanr had a tfnir for remembering scientific names and in 
this regard could rarely be floored". In addition. bis extensive travelling 
brought httn in demand. On one occasion Professor Baldwin Spencer askerf 
him to beep a Ic<»k out for abvrfeiual mounds in the north of the State. 
Having seen some, Gurley went back there and. after sonic days' digging, 
brought two do*cn skulls oilier Ixuhls and about Sll .stone axes to the 
Melbourne Museum. 

lie wns p.iiticulaily helplul to me in my urdod roltectuuf. On many 
occasions we tramped Ihe hush to urrhirl Irx.iHrtcs. mid lie never failed t<> 
spy nut whal we were looking for—except once VVe Were t l«c only collectors 
who knew of 3 fine patch of that rare arm! lovely bluUJvgreeii Sun-nrthid r 
Thrtymirrn cpipactoidcj—'W 'the hc-atlis aL Cheltenham- Unfnrtimately, be 
bad Mioven thi»i txtldi lo a friend, and next year there were n^ne Idfl Tbc 
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"friend" tad relumed, carefully marked the plants, and come back later to 
dig up all thr tuf>crs. which wp re sold tn sottifoiif in England! 

Charles wrote little. His few notes 3ti the Victorian Natural! M were 
mainly on orchid localities snd native insects that had become petfs, but 
in February and March, 1943. he contributed a series of entertaining 
rtmioiscenes, “Tales told in Club.*’ His information was mostly distributed 
in letters and in personal uilta; hut he always gave it very freely anrl 
happily. For a number of years he lectured on Entomology to agricultural 
students nt the Melbourne University and also at the Burnley School of 
Horticulture. Sine** his retirement 17 years ago he had undertaken the 
naming of many mounted botanical collections sen* in by conn try schools to 
the State Schools' Nursery. Oakleigh; doubtful *peoinen$ ’were always 
referred to the National Herbarium for identification. He found much 
pleasure, in tending several glasshouses where orchids and begonias grew ; 
choice fuchsias, roses and new tfti-trre liybriits were also among* the nifpky 
flowers that flourished in his garden at Dudley Parade, Canterbury. 

He provided numerous collectings for the Waite Agricultural Institute, 
South Australta. Uirge numbers of plant specimens went from timet <o time 
to our National Herbarium, where his books nod magazines were recently 
donated by the family. Sonic of his earliest orchid and funga) specimens 
were accompanied by life*-tike sketches in colour. 

I first met Charley French in I$99. Kindred interests made ns pals at 
once, the friendship deepening as the years pasacd, And jmw. after * 
wonderfully full hfe, lie has gone; but we. shall remember him as everybody’s 
comrade and the enemy of none. I am graceful for flit* privilege, of paying 
this tribute—that of an old inencl. 


PLOVER'S UNUSUAL NESTING SITE 

Early Jo June I noticed that a Spur-wmgcd Plover had nested beside Ihe 
railway track, hetween Mi mm and Kamvn un the main line to Adelaide. 
The site selected for a nesl was only about 5 fret from ihe rails There 
were four eggs in the ncM. Fvcr\* time a train approached, no matter ;it 
what hour, rhe |i1ovc» would be facing it. When the tr*in was about 50 
yards away, the mother bird would stand crecr over the nest, with out- 
it retched wings unrl head thrust forward facing the engine A* the train 
roared past, she would turn around in’ order still to face Che engine. .Site 
did HOC appear to worry about mirks or carriages—only engines. Then she 
would settle down, as much n$ to say, “Well, 1 got rul of tiutf one.* About 
the first week m July, this brave bird had disappeared, presumably the eggs 
had hatched and the young birds gone. N this early for .i plover to ticst ? 
The spot chosen was certainly a strange one. * _p # j Muir. 


TREE PLANTING 

The Forests Commission uf Victoria has published a usciul bulletin 
‘‘‘The Selection. Propagation and Planting of Trees in the Country Dinners 
of Victoria” which should be of special tiitcrest to tneftiters of the Oub 
interested ic» plantiiig llieir own properties; or in connection with the Club’,'; 
group planting activities. Native and exotic trees and fmne shrubs arr 
classified in relation to their suitabolity for the different rainfall zones 
of the State, together with a good non-technical description of many sgecteb. 
Practical bint? cm propagation 4ud planting art included. The Infolded may 
be obtained for l/- from the Cmn mission's. Head Office* Public Budding?., 
Treasury Place, Melbourne. 

The ’'Save the Forests Campaign Council” of which the Club is a 
constituent member, also has a number ttf free leaflet* on tree-rawing from 
seed, planting end after care, including, one mi tree growing in dry areas 
These may he had at the Council's office, Temple Court, A22 Collins Street* 
Melbourne. —G.N.U, 



